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SHORT HISTORY OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA REGULATIONS 

 

• Measure 5 was an initiated measure on the November 8, 2016 Ballot 

 

• Revised version approved by Legislature in April, 2017; codified as NDCC 19-24.1 

 

• Statute creates two types of “compassion centers”---manufacturing facilities and 

dispensaries 

 

• Statute provides for two manufacturing facilities and eight dispensaries statewide  

 

• Administrative rules became effective April 1, 2018—NDAC 33-44 

 

• Manufacturing facilities selected in Fargo and Bismarck on May 16, 2018 

 

• Eight region dispensary map; state determined they would open a few at a time 

 

• Fargo and Bismarck dispensary application period opened July 10—August 7.  

Review is expected to  be completed and sites selected by late September.  19 

applications—11 for Fargo and 8 for Bismarck 

 

• Dispensary application periods for Grand Forks and Williston opening late September; 

for the rest of the state—Devils Lake, Dickinson, Jamestown, Minot—anticipated in 

January, 2019. 



ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS RESULTING FROM MEDICAL MARIJUANA LEGISLATION 

 

NDCC 54-60-03 Commissioner of Commerce—Duties,  was amended to state that the 

Commissioner of Commerce “may not certify as a primary sector business a compassion 

center registered under chapter 19-24.1” 

 

NDCC 57-02-08 Property Exempt From Taxation, was amended to include “any structure  

or improvement used by a manufacturing facility as defined in section 19-24.1-01” on  

the list of properties not exempt from taxation in that section 

 

That same section was also amended to exclude an individual who works in marijuana growing 

from the definition of ‘farmer”. 

 

 



Slide prepared by ND Dept. of Health 



PLANNING DEPARMENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Planning departments have two responsibilities under this law: 

 

1. Determine in which zones these two types of facilities will be permitted uses.  

 

2. Provide information requested by the applicant for his application to the state 

• Evidence of approval from local officials as to the proposed compassion center 

              applicant's compliance with local zoning laws for the physical address to be used by 

              the proposed compassion center; and 

• Evidence the physical address of the proposed compassion center is not located 

              within one thousand feet of a property line of a pre - existing public  or private school. 

 
 





Please note the following: 
1. The proposed location identified above is in compliance with local zoning rules and regulations 

regarding location of medical marijuana dispensaries and the 1,000 foot distance from a school on 
the date Form B was signed.  A graphic depicting the 1,000 foot radius from the proposed location 
is attached. 

2. Approval of your facility by the state of North Dakota is not a building permit.  Any new structure or 
tenant improvement or re-model requires:  

a. building permits from the City of Fargo; and 
b. compliance with City of Fargo building, fire, flood protection, stormwater, and other 

applicable codes, including zoning regulations that relate to dimensional standards, 
parking, and landscaping 

FARGO SENT AN ADDITIONAL LETTER INCLUDING THESE STATEMENTS 



DISCUSSION QUESTION 

 

Did your jurisdiction allow compassion centers by right, require an additional  

entitlement, or have regulations beyond the state requirements? 
 



DISCUSSION QUESTION 

 

What was the Commissioner response in your jurisdiction? 

 

What was the public response in your jurisdiction? 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTION 

 

Did you have any challenges relating to defining a school or  

figuring distance from a school? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 21, 2018 Frequently Asked Questions—Manufacturing Facilities and Dispensaries, item 14: 



DISCUSSION QUESTION 

 

Did you have any challenges relating to confidentiality of information? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19-24.1-37. Confidentiality. 
1. Data in a registration application or renewal and supporting data submitted by a qualifying patient 
 designated caregiver, compassion center, proposed compassioncenter, or compassion center agent, including data 
 on designated caregivers and health care providers, is confidential. 
 
4. Data submitted to a local government to demonstrate compliance with any security requirements required  
 by local zoning ordinances or regulations is confidential. 



Initiated Statutory Measure No. 3: Pertaining to the Legalization of Marijuana 

November 6, 2018 ballot 

 

66-01 01. Definitions 

1. “Marijuana” means any plant in the cannabis family, as well as any substance derived from or  

contained in the cannabis plant.  (The measure includes the legalization of hashish, marijuana, and  

tetrahydracannabinols) 

 

2. “Marijuana paraphernalia” means any item related to any activity regarding the use, manufacture,  

distribution, cultivation, or purification of marijuana 

 

66-01 02. Criminal Penalties 

1. No person over the age of 21 shall be prosecuted in any court for any non-violent marijuana related 

activity, with the exception of the sale of marijuana to a person under the age of 21.  Activities include but are 

not limited to: growing, manufacturing, distributing, selling, or testing of marijuana. 

 

2. No person over the age of 21 shall be prosecuted in any court for any drug paraphernalia relating to any  

non-violent marijuana activity. 
 

 
 



North Dakota Secretary of State website  https://vip.sos.nd.gov/pdfs/Measures%20Info/2018%20General/18GND%20Measure%20Ballot%20Text.pdf 



DISCUSSION QUESTION 

 

What zoning and land use concerns do you have if  

recreational marijuana is legalized? 

 



The City of Fargo has not stated an official position regarding  

recreational marijuana. 

 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Donald Kress  Dkress@FargoND.gov 

 

ND Department of Health  

Division of Medical Marijuana    

http://www.ndhealth.gov/MM/ 

 

Jason Wahl 

Director,  Medical Marijuana Division 

ND Department of Health 

 jwahl@nd.gov 
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Thank you for your participation. 
 


